
Quetzaltenango  14” x 11”

Jacmel Coast  8” x 10”

After the Rain 8” x 10”

Floating the Snake  11” x 14”

Under the Tarps at the Iron Market  14” x 11”

When nationally recognized artist, Kelly 
Sullivan put down her acrylic paint 
and picked up the classical medium of 
oil paint in 2009, she fell in love. “I 
wanted to explore and expand, to create 
those subtleties I couldn’t achieve with 
acrylic paint,” explains Kelly, an award-
winning artist who has carved out a 
flourishing career 
by paving her 
own road. While 
her early career 
acrylics focused 
on musical por-
traiture and have 
exhibited in New 
York City at the 
A m b a s s a d o r 
Galleries, and BB 
King Blues Club,  
Sullivan’s more 
recent oils hold 
a subtlety that 
attracts fine art 
collectors. 

“It’s difficult to 
determine which 
is done more 
deftly: the barn, the snow or the expert 
handling of those blue winter clouds 
that pick up the sienna tones of the 
landscape’s bare trees.” The Times, 2013.

Studying under some of today’s most 
celebrated contemporary fine artists, 

Kelly is passionate about how their 
mentorship enriched her development 
as a painter. Referring to them as teachers 
and friends, Sullivan names Scott L. 
Christensen, Sherrie McGraw, and Simon 
Kogan. “Living so close to Scott, and his 
jaw-dropping library, he introduced me 
to so many visionary painters including 

Chauncey Ryder, 
Nikoali Timkov, 
William Lathrop. 
He really pushed 
me to learn and 
take chances,” 
said Sullivan.  
Kelly’s oil paint-
ings exhibit a 
haunting kind 
of poetry and 
subtle beauty, the 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s 
she respects and 
admires not only 
in art, but in life 
itself.

Often immersed 
in large-scale corp- 
orate or collab-

orative projects, for Kelly, painting with 
oil, outside or in her studio, whether 
landscapes or portraits, serves as her 
primary and deeply personal source 
of creative fuel. A lifetime painter of 
people, Kelly has recently turned to the 
freedom of landscapes.  They come to life 
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Inever really wanted to be  
anything other than a great painter.

Kelly Sullivan

Idaho 
40” x 34”
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in her delicately-rendered canvases 
depicting the Idaho mountains, New 
Jersey farms, or softly muted beaches 
of Haiti. 

In 2013, Kelly’s work was accepted 
into the Oil Painters of America 
Eastern Regional Exhibition, and 
in 2011, her painting “The Belly 
Dancer,” won The Award for Oil 
Paintings at the 82nd Phillips Mill 
Art Exhibit in New Hope, PA, an 
institution founded by William 
Lathrop. Her work was juried into 
The Richeson 75th International 
Art Competitions 2012 Small Works 
Show. In 2012, Kelly won a residency 
invitation from the elite Bitter End 
Yacht Club in Virgin Gorda where 
Sullivan went on to spend two 

weeks in paradise creating a private 
collection for the Hokin family. 

Sullivan regularly joins her artistic 
comrades at plein air and painting 
events around the country.  Most 
recently in Maine, Taos, Idaho, and 
Atlanta, and the next of which will 
bring her to Carmel in April 2014, 
for The Plein Air Convention and 
Expo. 

“When I paint, I find a sense of total 
peace and absorption,” says Sullivan. 

Vibrant portraits and subtle 
landscapes and a constant desire 
to grow have made Kelly’s  fine 
art pieces a staple in collector’s 
portfolios across the country. 

Maine Coast
44” x 60”
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Olaf
16” x 12”
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